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Hiring an architect to design your home or cottage might seem extravagant at first, but
that’s how to ereate something you'll want to pass on to your kids. Kelvin Browne, PH10

In this cottage. the long room is the family gathering space, a versatile area for eating, reading or chatting by the fire, all within sight of the outdoors. It's designed by architect James lreland.

CONS?IU(TIVE CRITICISM

THATISN'T

It’s got an enormous

ensuite, a walk-1n

closet, a sitting room

larger than most

living rooms, but our
critics want changes.
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DECOR THE BOTTOM LINE

AMASTERSUITE  Like the little black = CONDOS BUILD
dress, but white

(COMMUNITIES

[t's been a staple They bring new
for years, because people and new
there’s nothing as purpose to older

perfect, and areas. Urbanation
versatile, as white. | counts Toronto’s new
Lynda Reeves, neighbourhoods.
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[f education is the key to success, this how-to-survive-a-renovation workshop may be for you

We've all heard about the strain a renovation can put on a
marriage, but you just know you're going to tear your hair out if

you don't get that addition built. Instead of spending yet another
afternoon at the local big box store rehashing your differences
in taste in bathroom flooring, plan to attend “How to Renovate

TIME WELL SPENT

the secrets of getting through the agonies of a renovation — of

without Getting Divorced,” a three-hour Learning for Living
workshop at Harbourfront Centre. Instructor Belinda Albo is an
interior designer and author who teaches couples (or singles!)

learning. National Post

any size. The workshop will be held on Sat., April 14, from to
4 p.m.; it's $40 per person/$75 per couple. To register or to get
more details, call 416-952-4046 or visit harbourfrontcentre.com/

that Jim
Dult

[t'S worth using an
architect for your
precious places

KELVIN BROWNE

Right Angles

S ome architects design houses. others
create homes. My friend Jim Ireland.

I Stark Ireland Architects, is a “home-
maker in the best sense. His houses are

stylish and could be in the pages of decor

magazines, but they also have a more
FITIRY QUAlLITy they are great L:],ut"u LD
ve. 1T heyre comfortable, with a warmth
such that people never want to sell but
Noid on to them for their children
| was in architecture school with Jim
Ind regrettably haven't seen him too
Uil L0k I WAS i*]r.Lhrﬂi when | saw a
€W Ol his recently completed projects

t reminded me of what re
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Above, an island cottage takes advantage of many views to surrounding rocks and water. Below, a large skylight floods this Muskoka kitchen with natural light.

markable residential instincts he had as
A student.

In school, we were all were designing
monumental bulldings and spouting
grandiose rhetoric commensurate with
were about to remake the
world. Jim did all this. of

the weekends he was also successfully
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course. but on

designing small residential projects for
nis parents’ neighbours and others. I

was amazed he knew how houses were

bulit — all sorts of practical stuff about
wiring, plumbing and how proper dry-
walling should look. Meanwhile, I could
barely read plans, let alone tell you
which side of the insulation the vapour
parrier went on

Recently, 1 asked Jim why more
people aren't working with architects.

"l don't think people know what to
expect when they work with architects”
he says, “Most have no direct experi-
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ence with one. Perhaps thev're worried
their project isn’t of interest or what
they want is not what the architect...” |
butted in with, “Yeah, the architect just
wants to do what he or she wants”

What should a person look for when
hiring an architect?

"Hire someone you like, as well as
someone whose work YyOou .'lliﬂlll“!‘_" Jim
says. “You'll be spending a lot of time
with him or her and vou have to be con-
fident your architect will understand
your interests. And an architect should
be a good listener” Good listener? What
an interesting idea. In school, we as-
sumed architects did the talking and
clients, as per The Fountainhead. sat in
rapture and soaked it all in.

Jim continues: “You're making a big
investment when you build a new home.
Money and time. You have to have a
team you can trust, and this includes a
builder. There are going to be many de-
cisions to make and you have to have
complete confidence vour architect has
your best interests in mind.”

What should clients do before thes
begin a project? 1 would have said mak-
Ing up their minds about what they
want, the worst examples being couples
who can’t agree on anvthing and blame
it on the architect

Heres Jim's more considered ap-
proach:

“It helps if people have thought about
what matters to them, what their prior-
ities are. For instance, it could be how
they want a house sited. or how the
main room should be. Not evervthing is
possible in one house. Having a budget
Is important, a real budget, not just
what they think it should be or where
they want to start. If they have details
they admire, it's good to identify them
upfront because they often can't be add
ed on later.”
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| asked him what the biggest challen
ges are for an architect

“Its easy to keep making a house big-
ger. Lach new idea adds up and houses
get too big and the basic concept can
pe lost. I like to stay within a definite
square footage and make the plan work
And this helps stay in budget, t00." Good
advice, as most new houses are too DIg
but under-designed

“OUfiten people don't budget for the
whole project. They have an appropri-
ate amount to build the house. but noth
Ing for landscaping or essential new
furniture to make the house work as
planned.”

1 ve seen houses like this — the house
IS stranded on a bleak, muddy lot, no
blinds on the windows. People get the
square footage they want but an empt
feeling

"acheduling can be a problem when
(¢}

gl

e timelines | too ageressive” Jim savs
‘Decisions take time. Not evervinhing
happens just when it should even when
evervone involved is totally committed
YOu have to enjoy the process and accept
realistic timing.”

Uwners create horrendous deadlines.
and projects become hell ... “We must
be in by Christmas, Mayv 24 or Julv 1 o1
L his Is where clients lit
erally starting screaming
helps

| ask if technology is changing the de
sign of houses

“We certainly incorporate all the
newest technology into our plans. but

else.” Or else
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the houses people are happlest with
don't make this their best feature. There
are other qualities a house must have.
the sort of intri nsic comfort found I1n

houses built decades ago. that are the

reasons people love their houses — not

lechnology.”
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